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DISTRICT OF EDEN
1.0

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.1

The County Council has been approached to enter into an Agreement
with the landowner to dedicate a section of public footpath at Ashgill in
the parish of Alston Moor District of Eden.

1.2

This can be done under Sections 25 of the Highways Act 1980 and
consultations have taken place so as to assist members to reach a
decision.

1.3

The plan at Appendix A shows the proposal and a location plan is
included at Appendix B.

2.0

POLICY POSITION, BUDGETARY AND EQUALITY
IMPLICATIONS, AND LINKS TO COUNCIL PLAN

2.1

The relevant corporate theme is “To ensure places in Cumbria are wellconnected and thriving”.

2.2

The relevant procedure is an “administrative quasi-judicial” one. The
conditions which must be satisfied for an order to be made and
confirmed are that it should “appear to” Members “that it is expedient”
for a public footpath to be created and that there is a need to make an
order on the grounds set out in paragraph 5.1 of this report. Members
have discretion as to whether or not to enter into an Agreement, but
such discretion must be exercised reasonably

3.0

RECOMMENDATION

3.1

That, pursuant to the power set out at Part 2G paragraph 2.1(g)(i) of the
Council’s Constitution, the County Council enter into an Agreement
under Section 25 of the Highways Act 1980 with the landowner to
create a public footpath in the parish of Alston Moor shown A-B-C-D-EF-G on the plan at Appendix A.

4.0

BACKGROUND

4.1

The landowner has, following initial discussions with Alston Moor Parish
Council, agreed to dedicate a public footpath linking Ashgill Bridge on the
B6277 with the extensive rights of way network in South Tyne Valley. In
doing so this will also provide convenient legal access to the popular and
picturesque Ashgill Force.

4.2

Should the dedication be accepted, the Council’s Countryside Access Team
propose to undertake minor works to make the route more accessible than
presently. These works will include replacing the roadside stone stile with a
British Standard compliant gate, and improvements to informal stone steps
and other minor surface works.

4.3

There are no costs associated with processing of the Agreement and the
proposed works will be funded through the Council’s Countryside Access
Team’s access improvement budget.
Consultation

4.4

The statutory undertakers have been consulted and none are affected.

4.5

A consultation has been carried out with
Alston Moor Parish Council – fully support the proposal
Eden District Council – no objection to the proposal
AONB – Ashgill is an important feature of the AONB. It is one of a number of
places where people can see the spectacular geology and landform of the
protected landscape. In recognition of this the AONB Partnership are
producing a Geotrail walk leaflet for Ashgill through our Earthworks project.
The creation of better access at this location is therefore supported by the
AONB Partnership.
Cumbria and Lakes Local Access Forum (CALJLAF) – the CALJLAF
strongly supports the proposed dedication and consider that the route
deserves some attention to improve accessibility to a route of great attraction
and merit.

4.7

The local member for Alston and East Fellside, Claire Driver has been
consulted but has not made a response

5.0

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

5.1

Section 25 of the Highways Act 1980 enables a local authority to enter into a
legal agreement with any person having the necessary power to dedicate a
footpath, bridleway or restricted byway over land in their area and thereafter
be maintainable at the public expense.

5.2

The Council has given due consideration to the needs of agriculture and
forestry and nature conservation pursuant to Section 29 of the Highways Act
1980

5.3

Under Part 2G paragraph 2.1(g) (i) of the Constitution, the Committee has
power to create footpaths and bridleways.

6.0

OPTIONS

6.1

The Committee can either support the recommendation which will formalise
the path and secure the route for the future or reject the recommendation
and the path will remain but will not be secure

7.0

ASSESSMENT AND CONCLUSION

7.1

The addition of this path to the public rights of way network will provide legal
access to the very popular Ashgill Force and the wider South Tyne valley,
including the South Tyne Trail promoted long distance route.

7.2

The proposed minor improvement works will add to the value and
accessibility of the path and, in doing so, address the valid comments made
by the CALJLAF.

7.2

The Committee is asked to support the recommendation and instruct the
Council to enter into a legal agreement with the landowner to create the new
public footpath as shown on the plan at Appendix A.

Angela Jones
Executive Director – Economy and Infrastructure
December 2019

APPENDICES
A
B

Plan showing proposed dedication
Location plan

IMPLICATIONS

Staffing:
Financial:
Electoral Division:

Nil
Nil
Alston and East Fellside – Claire Driver

PREVIOUS RELEVANT COUNCIL OR EXECUTIVE DECISIONS
[Including Local Committees]
No relevant decisions

CONSIDERATION BY OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY
Not considered by Overview and Scrutiny

BACKGROUND PAPERS
No background papers.
Contact:

Sandra Smith, Countryside Access Officer
Email: sandra.smith@cumbria.gov.uk

Appendix A

Appendix B

