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1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

1.1 This report provides local committee with the updated legal advice 
regarding Neighbourhood Forum Grants, following the Committee’s 
request that the constitutional requirements be re-considered.  The 
paper also summarises the discussion with councillors regarding the 
prioritisation of grants.   

2.0 STRATEGIC PLANNING AND EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS 

2.1  This report touches on issues that are central to our responsibility for 
making Cumbria “Better”, in that we should empower people to 
influence decisions that affect them. 

3.0 RECOMMENDATION 

3.1 That the fresh legal advice and consequent change back to local 
committee’s previous system for deciding upon the allocation of 
Neighbourhood Forum grants be noted. 

4.0 BACKGROUND 

4.1 In December 2007 the Committee considered a report which highlighted the 
need to update the procedures relating to Neighbourhood Forum grants.  
Councillors were told that regard had to be taken of the Council’s 
Constitution and how it could be demonstrated that the decisions taken 
supported the objective of empowering and engaging with the community.   

4.2 A further paper was presented to local committee on 26 October 2009, 
setting out the current legal interpretation of the Constitution in respect of 
these grants and making clear that at that time a changed process needed 
to be adopted.  Councillors expressed concerns about this change, asked 
that the matter be referred to the Council’s Constitution Review Group, but 
indicated that they were minded to work within the Constitution in the interim. 

4.3 The issue was raised with the Chair of the Council’s Constitution Review 
Group, who undertook to get fresh legal advice before the matter was 
brought before that Group. 



 
 

4.4 At the meeting of Leadership and Local Committee Chairs on 29 July, the 
Deputy Leader reported alongside the Council’s Director of Resources that 
fresh legal advice had now been received.  The effect of this advice is that 
all current and previous processes of forum grant decision making are 
permissible.  They stressed that the decision in respect of each grant is 
taken by the delegated officer (normally the Area Support Manager) after a 
recommendation was made by local councillors or the neighbourhood forum. 

4.5 As a result of this, and in the light of the consistent concern expressed by 
members of Eden Local Committee, we re-instated our previous system of 
administering these grants with immediate effect. 

4.6 Separately, local committee agreed in July to discuss the adoption of a 
consistent set of priorities against which each application would be 
considered.  At a workshop session since that meeting, it was noted that 
work would be undertaken with other Area Support Teams to achieve a 
consistent administrative process against which each grant would be 
checked before being given to councillors.  Councillors expressed a desire to 
continue to address a wide range of local needs through the giving of these 
grants, but agreed that in the event of competing demands they would 
prioritise those applications which supported the priorities set out in the 
committee’s Area Plan. 

4.7 A further report will be made to local committee in due course, summarising 
the process set out in paragraph 4.6 above. 

5.0 OPTIONS 

5.5 It is now constitutionally possible to choose a range of methods to consider 
forum grants. 

6.0 RESOURCE AND VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS 

6.1 Local Committee has a budget allocation of £46,403 to distribute as 
Neighbourhood Forum Grants in 2009-10. 

7.0 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 

7.1 Whereas the previous legal advice was that the reinstated process did not 
comply with the requirements of our Constitution, and therefore had to be 
changed, the new advice enables local committee to re-adopt its previous 
practice and still work within the Constitution. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

8.0 CONCLUSION 

8.1 Throughout this period of change, the County Council has continued to 
support local communities and deserving projects through the giving of 
Neighbourhood Forum Grants, and will continue to do so under the changed 
process. 

 
Jill Stannard 
Chief Executive 
 

August 2010 
 
 
  
 
 
 
APPENDICES 
 
No appendices 
 
Electoral Division(s): All Eden 
 

 

Executive Decision 
 No 

 
 

Key Decision 
 No 

 
 

If a Key Decision, is the proposal published in the current Forward 
Plan?   N/A 

 
 

Is the decision exempt from call-in on grounds of urgency? 
 No 

 
 

If exempt from call-in, has the agreement of the Chair of the relevant 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee been sought or obtained? 

  N/A 

    
 
 

Has this matter been considered by Overview and Scrutiny? 
If so, give details below. 

 No 

   
 
 

Has an environmental or sustainability impact assessment been 
undertaken? 

 No  

    
 
 



 
 

Has an equality impact assessment been undertaken?  No  

    
 
 
N.B. If an executive decision is made, then a decision cannot be implemented until the 

expiry of the eighth working day after the date of the meeting – unless the decision is 
urgent and exempt from call-in and the necessary approvals have been obtained. 
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