BARROW COUNTY COUNCIL LOCAL COMMITTEE
Meeting date: 17 September 2021

From: Executive Director – Economy and Infrastructure

SCHOOL STREETS INITIATIVE – ASKAM VILLAGE SCHOOL
PROPOSED EXPERIMENTAL TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDER
IN SUPPORT OF A SCHOOL STREET BEING ESTABLISHED AT
ASKAM VILLAGE SCHOOL, ASKAM-IN-FURNESS

1.0

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.1

This report introduces the School Streets initiative, which is aimed at
reducing traffic levels outside of Schools, during the arrival and
departure times.

1.2

This report also seeks approval from Barrow Local Committee to
proceed to introduce an Experimental Traffic Regulation order (“the
Experimental Order”) in support of a School street being established at
Askam Village School, Askam in Furness.

1.3

The proposed School Street will affect parts of Lots Road, Askam in
Furness.

1.4

A plan showing the extent of the proposed School Street is attached as
Appendix 2 to this report.

1.5

A copy of the Council’s statement of Reasons for making the
Experimental Order is attached as Appendix 3 to this report.

1.6

A copy of the Consultation letter and plan is attached as Appendix 4 to
this report.

2.0

STRATEGIC PLANNING AND EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS

2.1

The introduction of Traffic Regulation Orders is a devolved function of this
Local Committee and helps support the County Council objective of meeting
its casualty reduction targets and its delivery of Community Strategy and
Cumbria Agreement outcomes and Council Plan priorities, which are:To safeguard children, and ensure that Cumbria is a great place to be a
child and grow up
To enable communities to live safely and shape services locally
To provide safe and well maintained roads and an effective transport
network
To promote sustainable economic growth, and create jobs
To be a modern and efficient council
Members are advised that generally the measures contained in the proposals
contribute to these commitments by continuing to ensure that the council are
able to provide an effective and safe Highway Network.

2.2

The prioritisation, programming and design of highway improvement schemes
have the potential to generate either beneficial or adverse impacts on people
with mobility or vision impairments. The development of detailed proposals
are undertaken in accordance with the County Council’s policies and
procedures for equality and diversity.

3.0

RECOMMENDATION

3.1

That the Local Committee, having taken into consideration the matters
contained in Section 122(2) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984
which are more specifically referred to a paragraph 7.2 of this Report,
approve the introduction of an Experimental School Street Order, the
effect of which will prohibit vehicular access outside of Askam Village
School on Lots Road, Askam-in-Furness, for a period of 1 hour at either
end of the school day, with permitted exemptions, as shown on the plan
attached as Appendix 2.

4.0

BACKGROUND

4.1

The School Streets initiative is an idea pioneered by the Sustrans Charity that
aims to tackle the congestion and road safety concerns that many schools
experience during drop-off and pick-up times. This is achieved by way of
traffic regulation at these times on the roads in the vicinity of the school gates.
The restrictions prohibit vehicular traffic outside of the school with exemptions
that include emergency vehicles and residents. The objectives of the School
Street are to both improve road safety and reduce congestion outside of the
School, which may then lead to increased walking and cycling to the School.

4.2

The Minutes of the Local Committee hold on 12th July 2021 are attached to
this report as Appendix 1.

4.3

At this meeting on 12th July 2021 the Chair of the Local Committee informed
members that due to the timescale for the submission of information to be
included in the School Streets Initiative pilot he had been asked to agree a
school in the Barrow area. He explained that, taking into consideration the
criteria, he had recommended Ormsgill Nursery and Primary School as first
choice with Askam Village School as the reserved option.

4.4

The local Member for Dalton North explained to the Committee that he had
previously been informed that Askam Village School had been identified as
the pilot school and that a significant amount of consultation had taken place
with a number of people to prepare resources for the scheme. During the
course of discussion he highlighted that Askam Village School was the only
school in the area where a major incident had taken place, emphasising that
the safety of children was paramount.

4.5

The Committee, therefore, agreed that the Chair would inform the Officer
concerned that Askam Village School would be named as the school to take
place in the pilot and Ormsgill Nursery and Primary would be the reserved
option.

4.6

The Local Committee at this meeting on 12th July 2021 agreed to proceed to
statutory consultation on the proposal to introduce an Experimental Traffic
Order to introduce a “School Street” in the Barrow area outside Askam Village
School with Ormsgill Nursery and Primary School being the reserve school,
the effect of which will be to reduce traffic levels outside of the School during
school arrival and departure times.

4.7

The statutory consultation of the proposals began on 12 th August 2021
finishing on 30th August 2021 with the statutory consultees / interested parties
and disability groups. A letter drops to a number of residential properties on
Alexander Place and Duke Street was also completed. A plan showing the
extent of the School Street and details of the sign design is attached as
Appendix 2. The Council’s statement of reasons for making the Experimental
Order is attached as Appendix 3. A copy of the consultation letter used is
attached as Appendix 4.

4.8

A total of three responses were received, one happy for the trial to happen,
and indicated that they will be very happy if it proves that no traffic issue
occur, the other two were not in favour due to concerns regarding parking and
road safety on neighbouring streets.

4.9

From consultees / interested parties list two responses were received, one
from Cllr Melvyn Henry (Mel) Worth in favour and one from Askam Parish with
concerned about the traffic which will be using Duke Street and Alexander
Place while Lots Road is closed and that these roads are the road used by the
children to walk to and from school.

4.10

Taking into account the responses that have been received, there is both
support and indication of concern. During the introduction of the trial the traffic
flow and parking patterns can be observed and considered in terms of any
changes or additional measures that may be needed to accompany the
scheme longer term. It is recommended that the trial is agreed to allows for
the school street to be implemented and monitored.

4.11

An Experimental Traffic Order allows the introduction of the restrictions on the
ground to be assessed as to their effectiveness, and to enable people to
comment and feedback on them whilst in operation. A 6 month period for
feedback commences once the restrictions are in brought into operation and
this is advertised and affected residents, business are given the opportunity,
within the first six months of the Experimental Traffic Order’s operation, to
make representations as to whether the Experimental Traffic Order should be
introduced on a permanent basis. Once the 6 months has passed all
comments and feedback are reported back to Barrow Local Committee for
consideration and a decision as to whether to make the Experimental Traffic
Order permanent in its entirety, make it permanent In PART only, or not make
it permanent at all. A decision on whether the Experimental Traffic Order is
made permanent must be made within an 18month period, after which the
Experimental Traffic Order will automatically expire.

4.12

The extent of a School Street is typically defined by signage and supported by
cones, which need to be placed and removed each day. Funding has been
secured to pilot a School Street within each of the six Local Committee
boundaries in the current financial year

5.0

OPTIONS

5.1

The Local Committee may accept, amend, or reject the Recommendation at
paragraph 3.1.

6.0

RESOURCE AND VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS

6.1

If recommendation 3.1 is agreed the funding for the Experimental Traffic
Regulation Order would be met from within the successful bid in respect of the
Department for Transport Travel Demand Management initiative. This funding
is not devolved to Local Committee. It is expected that costs per school for
the statutory and experimental TRO signage and infrastructure would be
approximately £3,000.

6.2

Members are requested to note that if subsequently it was agreed to make the
Experimental Traffic Regulation Order permanent any future maintenance
costs would need to be met from within the relevant years revenue budget
allocation devolved to Local Committee.

7.0

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

7.1

The County Council, as Traffic Authority, must take into consideration the
matters contained in section 122(2) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984
(“the 1984 Act”) detailed below at paragraph 7.2, in considering whether it is
expedient to agree to the implementation of the Experimental Order detailed
in this Report for the reason specified at sections 1(1)(a),1(1)(c) and 1(1)(f) of
the1984 Act, namely for avoiding danger to persons or other traffic using the
road or for preventing the likelihood of any such danger arising; for facilitating
the passage on the roads or any other roads of any class of traffic (including
pedestrians) and for preserving or improving the amenities of the area through
which the road runs.

7.2

Under Section 122(2), the matters which must be taken into account in
exercising that duty are: (a)

The desirability of securing and maintaining reasonable access to
premises;

(b)

the effect on amenities of an area;

(c)

the national air quality strategy prepared under section 80 of the
Environment Act 1995;

(d)

the importance of facilitating the passage of public service vehicles and
of securing the safety and convenience of persons using or desiring to
use such vehicles; and

(e)

any other matters appearing to the authority to be relevant.

7.3

Local Committees may, pursuant to Part 2D, paragraph 5.1.2 g) of the
Constitution, approve the making of traffic regulation orders in accordance
with powers under Parts I, II and IV of the Road Traffic Regulation act 1984,
except for the making of Traffic Regulation Orders which involve the
introduction for on-street residents permits, which are delegated to the
Executive Director – Economy and Infrastructure subject to a decision of the
appropriate member body to introduce such charges.

8.0

CONCLUSION

8.1

The Local Committee is asked to approve the recommendation in paragraph
3.1 above.

Angela Jones
Executive Director- Economy and Infrastructure
August 2021
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