BARROW COUNTY COUNCIL LOCAL COMMITTEE
Meeting date:

Friday 17 September 2021

From: Executive Director – Economy and Infrastructure

BARROW ACTIVE TRAVEL CYCLE SCHEME TRAFFIC
REGULATION ORDER 2021
1.0

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.1

This report seeks approval from the Local Committee to progress to statutory
advertising and consultation of a Traffic Regulation Order which would prohibit
vehicles parking on Michaelson Road and Bridge Road, Barrow-in-Furness,
by removal of existing parking spaces and the allocation of an area of
carriageway as a mandatory cycle lane protecting cyclists from traffic.

1.2

A plan showing the proposals is attached as Appendix 1.

1.3

A copy of the Council’s Statement of Reasons for proposing to introduce the
Order, is attached as Appendix 2.

2.0

STRATEGIC PLANNING AND EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS

2.1

The introduction of Traffic Regulation Orders is a devolved function of this
Local Committee and helps support the County Council objective of meeting
its casualty reduction targets and its delivery of Community Strategy and
Cumbria Agreement outcomes and Council Plan priorities, which are






To safeguard children, and ensure that Cumbria is a great place to be a
child and grow up
To enable communities to live safely and shape services locally
To provide safe and well maintained roads and an effective transport
network
To promote sustainable economic growth, and create jobs
To be a modern and efficient council

Members are advised that generally the measures contained in the proposals
contribute to these commitments by continuing to ensure that the council are
able to provide an effective and safe Highway Network.
2.2

The prioritisation, programming and design of highway improvement schemes
have the potential to generate either beneficial or adverse impacts on people
with mobility or vision impairments. The development of detailed proposals is
undertaken in accordance with the County Council’s policies and procedures
for equality and diversity.

3.0

RECOMMENDATION

3.1

That Local Committee agrees the progression to statutory consultation
and advertising of The County of Cumbria (Various Roads, Barrow-inFurness) (Consolidation and Minor Amendment of Traffic Regulations)
(Order 2001) Variation Order (No. 43) 20>< (“the Order”) to introduce: -

(i)

“No Waiting at Any Time” (double yellow line) restrictions on Michaelson
Road and Bridge Road, Barrow-in-Furness, thereby effecting the
removal of all the existing parking spaces, and(ii) lengths of Mandatory
cycle lane dedicated solely to cycling along lengths of Bridge Road and
Michaelson Road, Barrow-in-Furness, which are shown on the plan
attached as Appendix 1.

4.0

BACKGROUND

4.1

Cumbria County Council has received £886,000 from the Department for
Transport Active Travel Fund. This funding is in place to try and embed
walking and cycling as part of long-term habits and to secure the associated
health, air quality and congestion benefits.

4.2

The scheme which this funding has been allocated to is on Bridge Road and
Michaelson Road, Barrow-in-Furness. The proposed scheme includes
segregated cycleways, pedestrian crossings and junction improvements for
both cyclists and pedestrians.

4.3

To enable consideration of draft proposals and feedback initial consultation
has been undertaken with number of Stockholders, such as BAE Bicycle User
Group, Local, Education Representatives (Primary, Secondary and Higher
education), Morecambe Bay Partnership, Barrow Blind society, Cycling Mayor
of Cumbria – Richard Ingham, MP Simon Fell, Barrow Borough Councillors,
Wheels 4 All, Margaret Burros & Lorraine and Walking for Health (Richard
Scott).

4.4

Initial consultation of the proposal began in November 2020 with Cllr Hamilton
& Cllr McEwan to introduce the scheme, the concept design and gather
feedback.

4.5

It is proposed to introduce mandatory cycle lane along Michaelson Road and
Bridge Road by removal of existing parking spaces. A mandatory cycle lane
would be marked by a solid (unbroken) white line. A mandatory cycle lane is
a dedicated area of the carriageway for protecting cyclists from traffic.
Vehicles are not permitted to cross mandatory cycle lanes with exceptions for
emergency vehicles and vehicles entering/existing private driveways and
turning movements. Appendix 1 shows the plan detailing the proposals.

4.6

The new protected cycle lanes are the first phase of town-wide transformative
measures that will create a more connected future for everyone with cleaner
air, safer and improved walking and cycling routes.

4.7

The new infrastructure will be following the updated guidance from the
Department of Transport (LTN1/20). Designs following these guidelines
should provide infrastructure that is accessible to all and the standards and
other features set out in this guidance should help ensure that their designs
deliver a network that is safe, ensuring more people feel able to cycle.

5.0

OPTIONS

5.1

To approve the recommendation at paragraph 3.1

5.2

To approve the recommendation at paragraph 3.1 in PART only

5.3

To not approve the recommendation at paragraph 3.1

6.0

RESOURCE AND VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS

6.1

The costs of the Order and implementation of the restriction markings and
signs will be met through non devolved Department for Transport Active
Travel Fund.

6.2

Members are asked to note that should the scheme following consultation be
progressed and implemented there will be ongoing maintenance costs to be
met through future year’s devolved Highways revenue budgets.

7.0

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

7.1

The County Council, as Traffic Authority, must take into consideration the
matters contained in section 122(2) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984
(“the 1984 Act”) detailed below at paragraph 7.2, in considering whether it is
expedient to agree to the implementation of the Order and restrictions detailed
in this Report for the reason specified at sections 1(1)(a),1(1)(c), 1(1)(f) and
(g) of the1984 Act, namely for avoiding danger to persons or other traffic using
the road or for preventing the likelihood of any such danger arising; for
facilitating the passage on the roads or any other roads of any class of traffic
(including pedestrians);for preserving or improving the amenities of the area
through which the road runs, and for the purposes of air quality.

7.2

Under Section 122(2), the matters which must be taken into account in
exercising that duty are: -

7.3

(a)

The desirability of securing and maintaining reasonable access to
premises;

(b)

the effect on amenities of an area;

(c)

the national air quality strategy prepared under section 80 of the
Environment Act 1995;

(d)

the importance of facilitating the passage of public service vehicles and
of securing the safety and convenience of persons using or desiring to
use such vehicles; and

(e)

any other matters appearing to the authority to be relevant.

Local Committees may, pursuant to Part 2D, paragraph 5.1.2 g) of the
Constitution, approve the making of traffic regulation orders in accordance
with powers under Parts I, II and IV of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984,
except for the making of Traffic Regulation Orders which involve the
introduction for on-street residents permits, which are delegated to the
Executive Director – Economy and Infrastructure subject to a decision of the
appropriate member body to introduce such charges.

7.4

Section 23 Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 allows a local traffic authority to
establish crossings for pedestrians on such roads for which they are the
highway authority, and may alter or remove any such crossings. Before
establishing, altering or removing a crossing, the local traffic authority shall: (a)

Consult the chief officer of police about their proposal to do so; and

(b)

Give public notice of that proposal.)

8.0

CONCLUSION

8.1

It is recommended that Local Committee approve the recommendation at 3.1
for the proposed restrictions to be progressed to statutory advertising and
consultation.

Angela Jones
Executive Director – Economy and Infrastructure
August 2021

APPENDICES
Appendix 1
Appendix 2

- Plan detailing the proposals
- Statement of Reasons

Electoral Division: Barrow Island

Executive Decision
Key Decision

Yes
No

If a Key Decision, is the proposal published in the current Forward Plan?

N/A

Is the decision exempt from call-in on grounds of urgency?

No

Has this matter been considered by Overview and Scrutiny?
If so, give details below.

No

Has an environmental or sustainability impact assessment been
undertaken?

N/A

Has an equality impact assessment been undertaken?

N/A

PREVIOUS RELEVANT COUNCIL OR EXECUTIVE DECISIONS
[including Local Committees]
None

CONSIDERATION BY OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY
Not considered by Overview and Scrutiny.

BACKGROUND PAPERS
None
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Appendix 1 Plan detailing the proposals

Appendix 2 – Statement of Reasons

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT1984
CUMBRIA COUNTY COUNCIL
THE COUNTY OF CUMBRIA (VARIOUS ROADS, BARROW-IN-FURNESS)
(CONSOLIDATION AND MINOR AMENDMENT OF TRAFFIC REGULATIONS) (ORDER
2001) VARIATION ORDER (NO.43) 20

STATEMENT OF THE COUNCIL’S REASONS FOR MAKING THE ORDER
The intended purpose of this variation Order is to remove all the on-street parking bay on Michaelson
Road and Bridge Road to provide safe cycling infrastructure that are as safe, continuous and
unobstructed as possible.
The County Council, proposes to make the above Order for the following reasons set out in Section
1(1) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, namely: -

(a) for avoiding danger to persons or other traffic using the road or any other
road or for preventing the likelihood of any such danger arising.
(c) for facilitating the passage on the road or any other road of any class of traffic
(including pedestrians).
(f) for preserving or improving the amenities of the area through which the road
runs.
(g) for any of the purposes specified in paragraphs (a) to (c) of subsection (1) of section
87 of the Environment Act 1995 (air quality).

