
COUNTY COUNCIL

Meeting date: 6 September 2017

From: Cabinet Member for Environment

ADOPTION OF THE CUMBRIA MINERALS AND WASTE 
LOCAL PLAN AND POLICIES MAP

PART A - RECOMMENDATION OF CABINET

Cabinet recommends to Full Council that the Minerals and Waste Local Plan 
and the Policies Map are formally adopted.

PART B – ADVICE OF CORPORATE DIRECTOR

1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.1 The purpose of this report is to seek Full Council’s agreement with 
Cabinet’s recommendation that the modifications recommended by the 
Inspector should be made and that the Cumbria Minerals and Waste 
Local Plan and the Policies Map should be formally adopted.

1.2 Copies of the Cumbria Minerals and Waste Local Plan and the Policies 
Map, together with the Inspector’s report, have been placed in the 
Group offices and are on the Council’s website.  The Local Plan and 
Policies Map incorporate the modifications that have been 
recommended by the Inspector.

2.0 STRATEGIC PLANNING AND EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS

2.1 The relevant Council Plan Priority is:

 To provide a safe and well managed highway network, secure 
infrastructure improvements and support local economic growth.

The Local Plan is directly relevant, as it identifies commercial sites, and 
puts plans in place to make available mineral resources for 
development and locates suitable waste sites.

2.2 An initial Equality Impact Assessment formed part of the Statement of 
Community Involvement (SCI), another was carried out jointly for the 
Minerals and Waste Development Framework Core Strategy and 



Generic Development Control Policies, and one was undertaken for the 
Minerals and Waste Local Plan in April 2016.  No negative equality 
issues were identified as arising from the plan making process, and 
this conclusion is considered still relevant to the Local Plan.

3.0 RECOMMENDATION

3.1 Council is recommended to accept Option (a) and resolve that the 
Minerals and Waste Local Plan and the Policies Map, with the changes 
recommended in the Inspector’s report, are formally adopted.

4.0 BACKGROUND

4.1 The Cumbria Minerals and Waste Local Plan covers the 15-year period from 
2015 to 2030.  It sets out the Council's policies for the provision for mineral 
working, for safeguarding mineral resources and associated mineral 
developments, and for waste management.  It covers those parts of Cumbria 
that are outside of the Lake District and Yorkshire Dales National Parks.

4.2 Following five rounds of public consultation, the Cumbria Minerals and 
Waste Local Plan and the Policies Map were submitted to the Planning 
Inspectorate in September 2016.  Their examination by the appointed 
independent Inspector included three weeks of Hearing sessions held in 
public, during November and December 2016.

4.3 As a result of discussions with representors during and after the Hearing 
sessions, County Council officers were directed by the Inspector to produce 
a Table of Main Modifications to the Plan, which would ensure that the Plan 
was sound.  Following agreement by Cabinet on 16 March 2017, the Main 
Modifications were issued for a six-week public consultation from 27 March 
to 5 May 2017.  Responses to this consultation were forwarded to the 
Inspector, in order for her to finalise her report and recommendations to the 
County Council.

4.4 Cabinet has considered the Inspector’s report and recommends that the 
Cumbria Minerals and Waste Local Plan and the Policies Map are amended 
to incorporate the modifications set out in the Inspector’s report and that 
these documents are then adopted by the County Council.

4.5 Following the decision to adopt, the Town and Country Planning (Local 
Planning) (England) Regulations 2012 require, among other things, that the 
documents are made available for inspection and published on the Council’s 
website, together with a statement about their adoption.  The adoption 
statement has to be sent to those people who asked to be notified.  Any 
person who is aggrieved by the decision to adopt has a six week period in 
which to apply to the High Court for judicial review.



5.0 OPTIONS

Option (a)

 As recommended by Cabinet, the County Council can resolve to adopt 
the Cumbria Minerals and Waste Local Plan and the Policies Map, with 
the changes recommended in the Inspector’s report.

Option (b)

 The County Council can resolve not to adopt the Cumbria Minerals and 
Waste Local Plan and the Policies Map, with the changes 
recommended in the Inspector’s report.

Risks – A decision not to adopt would, in effect, mean that the County 
Council intends to restart the Plan preparation process.  It could lead to the 
Secretary of State requiring the documents to be submitted to him for 
consideration.

6.0 RESOURCE AND VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS

6.1 There are no financial implications of this recommendation.

7.0 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

7.1 Under the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, the Council is 
required to produce a Minerals and Waste Local Plan.

7.2 The Cumbria Minerals and Waste Local Plan is part of the Council’s Policy 
Framework.  It is a function of Cabinet to recommend to Council, the Policy 
Framework and any policies and strategies that form part of the Policy 
Framework.

7.3 Cabinet resolved on 27 July 2017 to recommend to Full Council that the 
Minerals and Waste Local Plan and the Policies Map, with the 
recommended changes, are formally adopted.

7.4 It is a function of Council to consider the recommendation from Cabinet, and 
to resolve whether or not to adopt the Minerals and Waste Local Plan and 
the Policies Map.

7.5 The risks associated with a failure to adopt the Minerals and Waste Local 
Plan and the Policies Map, with the changes recommended in the 
Inspector’s report, are detailed above.

8.0 CONCLUSION

8.1 The changes that are recommended in the Inspector’s report are not 
considered to involve unacceptable changes to the documents that were 
approved by the Council for submission to the Secretary of State or to 



adversely affect the policies that the Council is seeking to implement.  It is, 
therefore, recommended that the Minerals and Waste Local Plan and the 
Proposals Map should be amended in accordance with the Inspector’s 
recommendations and that they be formally adopted by the County Council.

8.2 Preparation of the Minerals and Waste Local Plan is a statutory 
responsibility.  Its planning policies are important in identifying land that the 
County Council considers will be needed for a continued supply of minerals 
and for waste management facilities, which are both part of the essential 
infrastructure requirements for the growth of Cumbria in a positive, managed 
and sustainable manner.

Dominic Donnini
Corporate Director – Economy and Highways

September 2017

APPENDICES

No appendices

Electoral Division(s): All

Executive Decision No

Key Decision Yes

If a Key Decision, is the proposal published in the current Forward Plan? Yes

Is the decision exempt from call-in on grounds of urgency? No

N/AIf exempt from call-in, has the agreement of the Chair of the relevant 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee been sought or obtained?

NoHas this matter been considered by Overview and Scrutiny?
If so, give details below.

YesHas an environmental or sustainability impact assessment been 
undertaken?

YesHas an equality impact assessment been undertaken?

PREVIOUS RELEVANT COUNCIL OR EXECUTIVE DECISIONS

The Minerals and Waste Development Framework Core Strategy and Generic 
Development Control Policies were adopted by Full Council on 23 April 2009 
(Minute 126)

The Minerals and Waste Development Framework Site Allocations Policies and 
Proposals Map were adopted by Full Council on 20 January 2011 (Minute 87).  
These documents were subsequently quashed by the High Court following a legal 
challenge by Barrow Borough Council



The Minerals and Waste Development Framework resubmitted Site Allocations 
Policies and Proposals Map were withdrawn from their Examination by the 
Planning Inspectorate following decision by Full Council on 21 June 2012 (Minute 
39)

The Cumbria Minerals and Waste Local Plan was recommended for public 
consultation by Cabinet on 7 February 2013 (Minute 175)

The Minerals and Waste Development Scheme was approved by Cabinet at its 
meeting on 15 May 2014 (Minute 15)

The Cumbria Minerals and Waste Local Plan was recommended for public 
consultation by Cabinet on 5 February 2015 (Minute 144)

A further, supplementary consultation was recommended by Cabinet in regard to 
additional sites proposed, on 24 September 2015 (Minute 59)

Cabinet recommended that Full Council agree to publish the Minerals & Waste 
Local Plan for a period of public consultation prior to submission to the Secretary of 
State, and delegate authority to the Corporate Director Environment & Community 
Services in association with the Cabinet Member for Environment to undertake any 
editing required prior to submission, on 24 March 2016 (Minute 143)

The Main Modifications to the Cumbria Minerals and Waste Local Plan were 
recommended for public consultation by Cabinet on 16 March 2017 (Minute 120)

Cabinet recommended to full Council that the Minerals and Waste Local Plan and 
the Policies Map should be formally adopted by the Council, on 27 July 2017 
(Minute 9)

CONSIDERATION BY OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY

Not considered by Overview and Scrutiny
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