COUNTY COUNCIL LOCAL COMMITTEE FOR BARROW
Minutes of a virtual Meeting of the County Council Local Committee for Barrow held
on Monday, 18 January 2021 at 10.30 am.
PRESENT:
Mr KR Hamilton (Chair)
Mrs A Burns
Mr F Cassidy
Mr D English
Mr D Gawne
Mr W McEwan (Vice-Chair)

Mr B Shirley
Mrs H Wall
Mr S Wielkopolski
Mr MH Worth

Also in Attendance:Ms L Graham
Mrs L Harker
Ms T Ingham
Mrs A Meadows
Mr K Tetchner
Ms S Tiribocchi

-

Public Health Locality Manager
Senior Democratic Services Officer
Area Manager - Barrow
Community Development Officer
Local Area Highways Network Manager
Community Development Officer

PART 1 – ITEMS CONSIDERED IN THE
PRESENCE OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS
42

ROLL CALL FOR MEMBERS AND OFFICERS

All of the above members and officers were present at the meeting.
43

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

An apology for absence was received from Mr R Worthington.
44

DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST

There were no disclosures of interest made on this occasion.

45

EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED, that the press and public be not excluded from the meeting during
consideration of any item of business.
46

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There were no questions, statements or petitions relating to the business of the
Committee on this occasion.
47

MINUTES

With reference to minute 34 – Cumbria Highways Asset Management Strategy
(2020-2025) members were informed that a joint Task and Finish Group had been
established with Barrow Borough Council and other partners to consider future
maintenance of trees in the Barrow area.
RESOLVED, that the minutes of the meeting held on 18 November 2020 be
confirmed as a correct record.
48

DEVOLVED HIGHWAYS CAPITAL AND REVENUE UPDATE 2020/21

Members received a report from the Executive Director – Economy and
Infrastructure which presented the Highways Revenue and Devolved Capital and
Non-Devolved Capital budget finance reports and updated members as to current
progress on those budget lines.
The Committee noted that the original Devolved Highways Revenue budget of
£782,608 was now £849,635 and the original Devolved Highways Capital budget of
£1,323,034 was now £1,179,802.
RESOLVED,

49

that the revenue and capital budget allocations for 2020/21 and the
commitments and expenditure recorded to the end of November
2020 (as detailed in appendices 1, 2 and 3 of the report) be noted.

BARROW HIGHWAYS ADVISORY SUB-GROUP

The Committee considered a report from the Executive Director – Economy and
Infrastructure which gave details of the discussion and recommendations of the
Highways Advisory Sub-Group for the Barrow area which met on
11 December 2020.

The local Member for Hindpool drew the Committee’s attention to a concern
regarding flooding on the highway at the bottom of Cows Tarn Lane since the
development of the new housing estate; emphasising the dangers this caused
during freezing conditions and asked that this be investigated as a matter of
urgency.
The local Member for Walney North asked who was responsible for the matter and it
was confirmed this was shared between the Developer and County Council,
explaining that as the problem crossed onto the highway it became the Authority’s
responsibility. During the course of discussion the local Member informed the
Committee that prior to approval of the planning application concerns regarding
flooding in the area had been highlighted in a public meeting.
The Local Highways Network Manager agreed to raise this matter as soon as
possible with colleagues and report back to members.
The local Member for Dalton North drew attention to the discussion which had taken
place regarding parking issues on the corner of Fell Croft and Chapel Street, Dalton
and sought reassurance that this matter would be investigated and confirmation of a
timescale. The Local Area Network Manager confirmed this work would not be
undertaken during the current financial year and explained that next year’s Works
Programme was currently being investigated and he would provide an update to the
local Member in due course.
The local Member for Hindpool drew attention to the traffic calming measures which
were in place on Holker Street and raised her concerns regarding problems incurred
due to the increasing number of large heavy vehicles which used this route and
asked if this could be investigated. The Local Highways Network Manager
acknowledged the changes which had occurred since the implementation of the
traffic calming measures and agreed this should be looked into.
During the course of discussion attention was drawn to potential site visits to back
streets in member divisions and it was agreed that, due to the current pandemic
restrictions, this would be postponed.
The Chair of the Local Committee drew attention to the concerns which had been
raised regarding the number of abandoned boats and trailers on Rampside and the
Promenade. He informed members that Barrow Borough Council was introducing a
revised Waste Policy which would include the removal of such abandoned vehicles
together with caravans and trailers parked on residential streets.
The local Member for Roosecote informed the Committee that the Commissioner for
Wrecks Regulations did not include the removal of small boats but he would
continue to investigate this matter further.
The local Member for Walney North highlighted the concerns he had raised
regarding the lack of enforcement of 20mph limits by the Police and asked if a
response had been received from the Chief Constable. The Chair of the Sub-Group
confirmed no response had been received to date and he would chase the matter
up.

The local Member for Dalton South thanked officers for the resurfacing work which
had been undertaken on Market Street but raised an issue regarding drainage
problems between numbers 83 and 95. During the course of discussion he drew
attention to the lack of lines indicating the disabled bay and asked that this be
investigated further.
The local Member for Roosecote informed members that Holbeck Park Avenue was
a bus route and raised his concerns regarding the lack of gritting highlighting he had
previously requested this on a number of occasions. The Local Highways Network
Manager agreed to include this in a future route review.
The local Member for Walney South thanked officers for ongoing works in his
Division. He asked if the issues regarding the churned up grass verges could be
included in next year’s Programme.
The local Member for Dalton North asked if the existing sign heading out of Ireleth
on the A595 could be relocated to a more prominent position to warn motorists of
the pedestrian cross and school in an attempt to mitigate against speeding motorists
outside Ireleth St Peter’s School. It was agreed the Area Highways Network
Manager would investigate this matter and report back direct to the local Member.
A discussion took place regarding the enforcement of 20 mph speed limits and
members were informed that any limits included in a Traffic Regulation Order were
enforceable by law.
(1)

Minutes

RESOLVED, that the minutes of the meeting held on 11 December 2020 be noted.
(2)

Skelgate, Dalton-in-Furness – Review of Existing Traffic Calming

RESOLVED, that
(a)

the report be noted;

(b)

the assessment of the current traffic calming on Skelgate in
Dalton-in-Furness and the outcome that the existing road
hump should NOT be removed be noted.

The Chair of the Local Committee, whilst acknowledging the concerns raised by
members at the meeting, asked that unless a matter was deemed urgent, such
issues should be raised initially at the Barrow Highways Sub-Group. It was agreed
that the Terms of Reference of the Sub-Group would be considered by relevant
members and officers.

50

BARROW AREA PLANNING REPORT

Members considered a report from Executive Director – Corporate, Customer and
Community Services which detailed information from across the Community teams
including Community Development, Archives and Libraries, and provided a detailed
update on work and agreed activity since the last meeting of the Committee as
follows:










Covid Response
Financial Wellbeing Summit
Christmas Support
Barrow Town Deal
Borderlands
Area Working and Community Services Update
Sport and Physical Activity
Barrow Libraries and Archives
Children’s Trust Board - Barrow Children & Families Partnership
Local Committee Budget

The Committee welcomed the successful collaborative bid of just over £83,000
which had been awarded in December and noted the benefits of the funding.
Members were informed that a positive initial meeting of the Borderlands Dalton
Town Team had taken place and the Committee would be updated on future
progress.
The Committee was informed that due the pandemic and current lockdown
measures the Library was providing a click and collect service and essential PC
access.
The Chair of the Children and Families Partnership thanked officers and partners for
their inspirational work which had been undertaken. She informed members that
young care leavers and foster carers had been overwhelmed during the Christmas
period by the generosity and support of officers and partners.
The Chair of the Partnership went on to inform members of a significant number of
organisations which had taken part in a recent meeting and provided positive
feedback on work which was being undertaken. It was explained it was now the
intention of the Partnership to investigate any gaps in the system in order to provide
a wraparound service to ensure support was available to children and families to
allow them to stay together as one unit wherever possible.
The local Member for Old Barrow gave a positive update regarding Signal Films.
She informed the Committee of three films which had been made by young people
through the Catchfish Club explaining they had won a prize for the best student film
at the White Unicorn International Film Festival. During the course of discussion
she emphasised the importance of individuals being afforded the opportunity to be
creative and technical particularly during the current pandemic.

The Chair, on behalf of the Committee, thanked all officers for the work they had
carried out during the current pandemic. He also relayed his thanks to Marcus
Rashford for his involvement with the provision of free schools meals.
RESOLVED,
51

that the report be noted.

HEALTH AND WELLBEING UPDATE

Members received a report from the Executive Director – Corporate, Customer and
Community Services which updated the Local Committee on the work of the Public
Health Locality Manager to improve health and wellbeing outcomes in Barrow.
The report included an update on COVID 19, Barrow Health and Wellbeing
Partnership and the Morecambe Bay Population Health Investment Fund
2020-2021.
The Public Health Locality Manager updated members on the current position
regarding the pandemic. The Committee was informed that since the start of the
current lockdown COVID cases in Barrow had plateaued slightly; there had been
407 cases in the previous seven days but was moving at a slower rate. It was
explained that currently 13% of all COVID tests were positive compared to 17%
previously, noting that 86% of all positive tests were the new variants.
Members were updated on the vaccination and informed that currently the only
vaccine being offered was the Pfizer vaccine highlighting there was no evidence to
suggest new variants were resistant to it. The Public Health Locality Manager
explained that Barrow had started the vaccination process on 14 December 2020 at
a single site on the ground floor of the Alfred Barrow Health Centre with the whole of
the Centre being used on a weekend for vaccinations; there were approximately
1,000 people visiting on a Saturday and Sunday.
The Committee was informed that the vaccination of residents over 80 and
vulnerable people was almost complete and it was anticipated the vaccination of
over 70s would begin by the end of the week. It was explained that 85% of home
care residents and frontline staff had now received the vaccine.
Members were informed that the Oxford vaccine was becoming more prevalent as
time moved on as it was easier to access and store. The Committee was informed
that lockdown was effective at the moment and members would be kept updated of
the very quick moving situation.
The local Member for Dalton North welcomed the update and thanked the Public
Health Locality Manager for the information he had received in relation to the roll out
process for the vaccination of residents in his Division. Members noted that
vaccinations for constituents in the Dalton North and South divisions would take

place in the Ulverston Health Centre and the local Member raised concerns
regarding transport to the Centre for vulnerable residents. The Public Health
Locality Manager confirmed that the Ulverston Isolation Group had arranged a
transport system with the Community Transport Team to ensure all people were
able to visit the Centre free of charge.
The local Member for Walney South highlighted a concern from a resident who
worked in a local nursery and who had not been afforded the opportunity to remain
at home during the current lockdown. The Public Health Locality Manager
confirmed this was a Government directive and not a local authority decision.
The Committee was informed that Barrow Health and Wellbeing Partnership had
been revitalised and going forward would be accountable to Morecambe Bay
Population Health Strategic Group and also report to Cumbria Public Health
Alliance, County Council Local Committee for Barrow and Barrow Borough Council
Executive Committee. It was explained the Partnership was looking into partners
aligning funding to pool resources and work with a common vision. Members noted
that moving forward work would include a focus on the causes of poor health and
how they could be addressed.
The Public Health Locality Manager gave an update on the Morecambe Bay
Population Health Investment Fund 2020-21 and explained that following a
successful bid the Barrow Health and Wellbeing Forum had been allocated £81,600
which would help provide support to vulnerable people and their families through
empowerment, positive action and access to adequate support to improve their
quality of life going forward.
The Chair, on behalf of the Committee, thanked the Public Health Locality Manager
and all officers concerned for their invaluable work during the current pandemic.
RESOLVED, that the report be noted.
52

LOCAL COMMITTEE CHAIRS AND LEADERSHIP MEETING

The Committee received the minutes of the meeting of the Local Committee Chairs
and Leadership meeting held on 1 December 2020.
RESOLVED,

that the minutes be noted.

53

REPORTS FROM MEMBERS SERVING ON OUTSIDE BODIES

(1)

Ms H Wall in her capacity as Chair of the Islands and Bays of Barrow Coastal
Communities Team raised the concerns of the Warden at South Walney
Nature Reserve regarding heavy vehicles and off-road motorbikes illegally
driving down the shingle beaches and the damaging effects this was having
on the wildlife and vegetation. The Warden had asked if a gate could
installed on the slipway to avoid access to the beach.

A detailed discussion took place regarding this matter and members
acknowledged the concerns which had been raised. It was suggested that
initially warning signs could be displayed to try and deter the use of the
beach.
During the course of discussion it was suggested that engagement take place
with those people illegally using the beach with a view to investigating the
possibility of providing a designated area for the use of off-road motorbikes.
It was agreed that the Local Area Highways Manager would investigate this
matter further and find out the legal position regarding the wording on
potential signs.
(2)

Mr B Shirley updated the Committee in his capacity as the Active Cumbria
representative. He informed members that he was actively working with
officers from the Community Team to help Dalton Leisure Centre access
funding to allow it to be sustainable for the future. It was explained the
Centre had been deemed not eligible by Barrow Borough Council for any
COVID Business Interruption Grants which had further compounded their
challenges during the current pandemic. Members noted that work was
being undertaken with Friends of Dalton Leisure Centre and local councillors
to try and raise a substantial amount of money for various different projects
which included the long-term sustainability of the Centre.

54

DATE OF NEXT MEETING

RESOLVED, that the next scheduled meeting will take place virtually on
Wednesday 10 March 2021 at 10.30 am.

The meeting ended at 12.30 pm

