COUNTY COUNCIL LOCAL COMMITTEE FOR BARROW
Minutes of a virtual Meeting of the County Council Local Committee for Barrow held
on Wednesday, 10 March 2021 at 10.30 am.

PRESENT:
Mr KR Hamilton (Chair)
Mrs A Burns
Mr F Cassidy
Mr D English
Mr D Gawne

Mr W McEwan (Vice-Chair)
Mrs H Wall
Mr MH Worth
Mr R Worthington

Also in Attendance:Mrs L Harker
Ms T Ingham
Mr R Lewis
Mrs A Meadows
Mr K Tetchner

-

Senior Democratic Services Officer
Area Manager - Barrow
Traffic Manager
Community Development Officer
Local Area Highways Network Manager

PART 1 – ITEMS CONSIDERED IN THE
PRESENCE OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS

55

ROLL CALL FOR MEMBERS AND OFFICERS

It was noted that all of the above members and officers were present at the meeting.
56

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were no apologies for absence on this occasion.
57

DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST

There were no disclosures of interest made on this occasion.
58

EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED, that the press and public be not excluded from the meeting during
consideration of any item of business.

59

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There were no questions, statements or petitions relating to the business of the
Committee on this occasion.
60

MINUTES

RESOLVED, that the minutes of the meeting held on 18 January 2021 be
confirmed as a correct record.
61

PARKING SERVICES REPORT

Members received a report from the Executive Director – Economy and
Infrastructure which detailed the activity of the Parking Team for the first ten months
of this financial year, 2020/21.
The Committee was informed that much of this period was during the three
lockdown periods of the current pandemic. It was explained that during the first
lockdown in April and May, proactive enforcement was reduced and the parking
enforcement officers were redeployed to assist local communities. Members noted
that during the two latter lockdowns in November and January/February
enforcement had returned in line with the national advice.
Members were informed that the Parking Team had recruited a new Parking Team
Leader for the Barrow area, a former officer who had experience in patrolling the
Barrow area and there was an ongoing recruitment process to employ additional
civil enforcement officers for the area.
The Committee raised their concerns regarding the traffic problems caused by food
delivery drivers operating in Barrow Town Centre. Members were informed that a
joint campaign was being undertaken with Cumbria Constabulary to share
resources to try and resolve some of the issues which were being caused. During
the course of discussion it was suggested that deliveries from McDonald’s Food
Outlet could take place from their Hollywood Park premises where there was
sufficient parking available rather than the town centre. The Traffic Manager agreed
to ask the Area Manager of McDonald’s to consider this proposal.
The Traffic Manager confirmed that following issues previously raised regarding
parking permits for Navy personnel, liaison had taken place with the Royal Navy and
short term parking permits were now issued.

The Committee was informed that at present only warning notices were issued for
expired residents’ parking permits and that full enforcement would resume on
29 March. During the course of discussion concerns were raised regarding
residents who did not have access to IT to enable them to renew their permits. It
was confirmed the onus was on the resident to obtain a permit renewal and they
could also be requested via post or telephone and would be issued within 2/3 days.
Members were informed of a new School Streets Initiative pilot to discourage the
use of vehicles near schools. The Traffic Manager explained that following dialogue
with officers it had been agreed that this would take place at Askam Village School.
Whilst the Committee welcomed this Initiative they raised their concerns that this
had not initially been discussed with members at the Barrow Highways Sub-Group.
It was, therefore, agreed that a report would be considered at the next meeting of
the Barrow Highways Sub-Group.
The Chair, on behalf of the Committee, thanked the Traffic Manager and his Team
for the invaluable work they had undertaken during the current pandemic.
RESOLVED, that
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(1)

the report be noted;

(2)

a report on the Schools Streets initiative be considered at the
next meeting of Barrow Highways Sub-Group.

BARROW LOCAL COMMITTEE PROVISIONAL DEVOLVED HIGHWAYS
CAPITAL AND REVENUE PROGRAMME 2021/22

Members received a report from the Executive Director – Economy and
Infrastructure which sought approval of the Provisional Devolved Highways Capital
and Revenue Programmes 2021/22, including prioritised lists of schemes, which
would form the basis of the Local Committee’s Devolved Highways Revenue and
Capital Programme for 2020/21 and provided a core Devolved Capital Programme
for future years subject to annual review. Members noted that the allocation for
2021/22 was £1,357,000 for the Devolved Capital and £793,576 for the Devolved
Revenue budgets.
Members were informed that following a reduction in the NPRN budget it was still
anticipated that the full Programme of Works would be undertaken. The Local Area
Highways Network Manager would provide an updated report at the next meeting of
Barrow Highways Advisory Sub-Group.
The Committee was informed that following a procurement exercise the contract for
weed spraying in the Barrow area had been awarded to the previous contractor
Empire Group Care.
RESOLVED, that the proposed Devolved Highways Capital and Revenue
Programmes for 2021/22 (as set out in the Appendices to the report)
be approved.

63

DEVOLVED HIGHWAYS CAPITAL AND REVENUE UPDATE 2020/21

The Committee considered a report by the Executive Director – Economy and
Infrastructure which detailed the Highways Revenue and Devolved Capital and NonDevolved Capital budget finance reports and updated members as to current
progress on those budget lines.
Members noted that the original Devolved Highways Revenue and Capital budgets
were £782,608 and £1,323,034 respectively. It was explained that a carry forward
of the under or accelerated spend during 2019/20 was approved at a meeting of full
Council in June 2020 which had altered the Revenue and Capital budget lines to
£849,635 and £1,179,802 respectively.
The Committee was informed that budget underspends would be used for thermal
patching; this would be mainly the back streets but would also include a small
number of front streets. It was explained that if this process was successful it was
anticipated that further work would be undertaken during the summer. It was
agreed that the programme of works for the patching would be circulated to
members to afford them the opportunity to survey the works being undertaken.
The Local Area Highways Network Manager also explained that part of the
underspend would be used to cleanse the drains in the area which were the
responsibility of the Authority.
The Chair, on behalf of the Committee, thanked the Local Area Highways Network
Manager and his Team for the exemplary work they had undertaken together with
the additional duties they had carried out during the current pandemic.
RESOLVED, that the revenue and capital budget allocations for 2020/21 and the
commitments and expenditure recorded to the end of January 2021
(as shown in Appendices 1, 2 and 3 of the report) be noted.
64

BARROW HIGHWAYS ADVISORY SUB-GROUP

The Committee considered a report from the Executive Director – Economy and
Infrastructure which gave details of the discussion and recommendations of the
Highways Advisory Sub-Group for the Barrow area which met on 16 February 2021.
The local Member for Walney North asked if a response had been received from the
Chief Constable about the concerns which had been raised with her regarding the
enforcement of 20 mph speed limits. The Chair of the Sub-Group confirmed a reply
was still awaited and it was agreed this would be followed up.
RESOLVED, that the minutes of the meeting held on 16 February 2021 be noted.

65

BARROW AREA PLANNING REPORT

The Committee considered a report from the Executive Director – Corporate,
Customer and Community Services which detailed information from across the
Community teams including Community Development, sport and physical activity
and libraries; it provided an update on work and agreed activity since the last
meeting of the Committee.
Members received an update on the COVID response and noted that the Barrow
Resilience Group continued to meet fortnightly and co-ordinate work and resources
as required. The Committee was informed that the Community Team continued to
work with and support the Resource Distribution Points noting that, although the
Points still provided a response service it was important to start to look at recovery.
The Committee welcomed the Food and Support partnership which had now been
established and included the Resource Points together with wider partners and
agencies. The Area Manager explained the aim of the joined up approach and
building on the trust and relationships established, was to help to prevent
dependency and alleviate pressure on the Resource Points and a focus on
‘community-led recovery’ which would enable people to become more resilient and
communities more sustainable.
Members received an update on the Barrow Town Deal noting that a Project Group,
whose membership included a range of partners and elected members, had been
established for each Scheme. It was agreed that full updates would continue to be
provided to members at future Informal Local Committee meetings.
The local Member for Ormsgill informed the Committee that following a request for
further information about the future of a post office service in Ormsgill following its
closure in March 2020 a successful meeting had taken place with local members,
the MP, a representative from the Post Office and a member of the Community
Team to look at providing this service from Ormsgill Community Centre.
The Committee was informed that the Children’s Trust Board - Barrow Children &
Families Partnership had received a number of useful presentations from partners
and service providers at its meeting in January. Members noted that a small
Working Group had been established to look at developing an action plan regarding
how to share information and address current issues. Members would receive
updates at future meetings of the Committee.
The Vice-Chair of the Children’s Trust Board, Mrs A Burns, welcomed the work
being undertaken and emphasised the crucial need for early help to try and avoid
families going into crisis. Members were informed that work was being undertaken
with members of the Community Team to maintain the partnership approach which
had already been established.
The Chair, on behalf of the Committee, congratulated the Barrow Community Team
for the outstanding work they had undertaken and asked that their thanks and
appreciation be passed on.

RESOLVED, that
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(1)

the updates in the report be noted;

(2)

the revised Highways Advisory Sub Group Terms of
Reference (attached at Appendix 1 to the report) be agreed;

(3)

funding of £5,000 to the Borough Council to support a
Poverty Truth Commission from General Provisions (as
outlined in paragraph 4.75 I of the report) be agreed;

(4)

funding Walney Community Trust (as outlined in paragraph
4.75 ii of the report) be agreed for 3 months of staffing costs
at:
(i)

£4,280 from the Local Committee Covid 19 Response
Fund;

(ii)

£2,816 from General Provisions;

(5)

a grant of £16,042 to Dropzone on behalf of Furness Youth
Work Partnership towards youth work provision from
Universal Services funding (as detailed in paragraph 4.75 ii of
the report be agreed;

(6)

a grant of £9,000 to Furness Young Carers towards young
carers after-school club from Universal Services funding
(referred to in paragraph 4.75 iii of the report) be agreed;

(7)

a grant of £2,500 to Brill Books towards mental health books
into each Primary, Secondary School, and 3 rd sector
organisations in the Barrow Borough outlined in report from
0-19 Services funding (as detailed in paragraph 4.75 iii of the
report) be agreed;

(8)

a grant of £10,000 to The Well to a pilot project for a mobile
unit from 0-19 Services funding (as outlined in paragraph
4.75 iii of the report) be agreed.

REPORTS FROM MEMBERS SERVING ON OUTSIDE BODIES

Mr W McEwan, Chair of the Cumbria Police and Crime Panel informed members
that the Cumbria Police and Crime Commissioner’s Proposed precept of 2.47%
(£6.57 for Band D Properties) had been agreed at the meeting in January.

67

DATE OF NEXT MEETING

It was noted that future meetings of the Committee were to be agreed.

The meeting ended at 11.35 am

