
STANDARDS COMMITTEE

Minutes of a special Meeting of the Standards Committee held on Wednesday, 20 
July 2016 at 2.00 pm at The Courts, Carlisle

PRESENT:

County Councillors

Mr F Cassidy
Mr JS Holliday
Mr AJ Markley

Independent Members

Mr K Fryer (Chair)
Mr S Sim (Vice-Chair)

Also in Attendance:-

Ms I Puzio - Senior Manager - Legal and Democratic Services and 
Deputy Monitoring Officer 

1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Mr L Fisher, Ms G Troughton, Mrs J 
Willis, together with Mr AR Worsley, and Mr J Rocke.

2 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no discloseable pecuniary interests declared at the meeting.

3 REQUEST FOR A DISPENSATION

Consideration was given to a report by the Corporate Director – Resources and 
Transformation which dealt with a request for a dispensation submitted by 
Councillor Southward, the member for Egremont.  His written request for a 
dispensation was appended to the report.

Cllr Southward had requested a dispensation to enable him to participate in 
discussions and decisions regarding the application by NuGen for a Development 
Consent Order for the proposed Moorside Power Station.  The application related to 
a nationally significant infrastructure project under the Planning Act 2008, for which 
the Council was a consultee, with the opportunity to make submissions at various 
stages to the Planning Inspectorate.  Cllr Southward owned land and property 500 
metres from the site proposed for the development and was a member of the 
Cabinet that would consider certain of the responses. 

In considering his request for a dispensation Cllr Southward joined the meeting to 
put forward his case.  Cllr Southward presented his application.  In addition to 
information previously provided Cllr Southward indicated that there was some 
suggestion from NuGen that they may look to purchase properties in the immediate 
vicinity of the development.  The Committee also considered the legal position with 



regard to Disclosable Pecuniary Interests (DPI) and the circumstances in which the 
Localism Act allowed a Council to permit them to participate in Council business 
where they would otherwise be unable to.  In reaching it’s decision the Committee 
applied the criteria for determining requests which it had agreed at its meeting on 11 
April 2014.  

The Committee considered that the request for a dispensation was an appropriate 
request, that public confidence in the conduct of the Council’s business was best 
served by the participation of Cllr Southward in this matter given the particular 
knowledge and experience he had in nuclear matters and consequently any 
potential personal benefit was outweighed by the public benefit of his active 
involvement in this particular Council business.  The Committee therefore concluded 
that in all the circumstances granting a dispensation was in the interests of persons 
living in the Council area.

RESOLVED that the request for a dispensation from Cllr. Southward (Appendix 1) 
to allow him to participate and vote at all meetings of the Council on all 
matters relating to the NuGen development at Moorside be agreed, 
such dispensation lasting until the expiry of Cllr Southward’s term of 
office in May 2017.

The meeting ended at 2.45 pm


